
THE INTERNATIONAL MISERICORDIA FAMILY  

 

  

OPEN YOUR ARMS WITH THE HEART OF GOD 

BY WELCOMING THE MOTHER IN DISTRESS, 

HER CHILD AND THOSE CLOSE TO HER 

 
 

Its Identity                                                                                                                             

“The International Misericordia Family is a mission of the Catholic Church. In keeping 

with the movement towards ecumenism, we welcome Christian men and women who 

desire to adhere to this spiritual Family, to commit themselves to live and to perpetuate 

the charism of Mercy by following in the footsteps of Rosalie Cadron-Jetté, foundress of 

the Misericordia Institute, by living the specific mission: to accompany and support 

single-mother and mothers living a difficult, distressful pregnancy and motherhood while 

taking into consideration her child and those close to her.” 

Its Charism                                                                                                     

At this moment in the history of the International Misericordia Family, when we are 

undergoing tremendous change and transformation, as the Misericordia Sisters are in the 

process of passing on their spiritual heritage to the lay members engaged in the Family. It 

is of utmost importance that we fully grasp what this heritage, that is the founding 

charism consists of, so that we can be living and relevant witnesses. The survival of the 

charism is dependent on the authenticity of our witnessing.    

Pope Francis says a witness that will touch people’s hearts is one that directly flows from 

attitudes that are out of the ordinary: generosity, sacrifice, selflessness. Be a testimonial 

of another way of doing, acting, living.  It is possible to live differently in this world. »
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The members of the Family embarked on a process of profound reflection to deepen the 

charism of the Institute by sharing with one another their human, spiritual and collective 

experiences. By rereading the history of the Community of the Misericordia Sisters we 

were able to see and touch the potential and fecundity of this spiritual heritage and give 

witness to it. 

Such a gift and mark of trust on the part of the Misericordia Sisters have deeply touched 

the laity committed to this adventure of Mercy that began with Rosalie in 1848. By 

accepting the inheritance of the Misericordia Sisters and promising to continue their 

mission of the fragrance of love, the members of the International Misericordia Family 

                                                           
1
 Réveillez le monde!, Entretien du Pape François avec les Supérieurs généraux, Antonio Spadaro, s.j., 

2013. 
 

 

Denise Tessier 

 



have the duty to focus and identify the uniqueness they have to offer our world and our 

Church today. It is by naming that which makes us distinct that we will be able to keep 

our lamp lit. 

This charism is by no means a treasure to be placed in a chest and passed on to the next 

generation when we decide the time is right.  It is a gift of the Spirit that is comprised of a 

promise, a covenant, a hope and an unconditional gift of Love that clothes us with the 

depths of God’s mercy for the good of those scorned and cast aside by society. 

 

THE CALL TO BEING A TESTIMONIAL TO ANOTHER WAY OF  

DOING, ACTING AND LIVING IS WHAT MAKES US DISTINCT! 

 

When we respond to God’s call to build a better world for the mother who is alone, 

overwhelmed, pregnant, or going through a difficult pregnancy, we must accept to live a 

life of ongoing transformation, not falling into the trap of wanting to solve all of their 

problems, not putting performance before people making it impossible to have a quality 

encounter with the person. The charism, lived in the works, is first and foremost meant to 

be a loving family environment where we take the precious time necessary to listen, 

understand and accompany the mother. By giving her the time she requires, the mother 

learns to stand firm and regain her self-esteem as a mother and a woman.  

 

From the moment they put their foot in our mission, the mothers must feel they are at 

home. The women are not to be considered beneficiaries of a service; they are « our 

mothers ».  When they feel welcomed and not-judged they no longer feel alone. They 

have found a loving heart that opens the door to forgiveness, liberation, healing and life. 

The charism of mercy calls us to love with the maternal love of God. When we look at 

Rosalie, we realize that her hospitality went far beyond offering a refuge to these mothers 

in distress. She loved them like her own daughters and helped them through difficult 

moments of great anxiety and anguish.  

 

We must therefore remember to constantly return to that which is essential, to the essence 

of the charism. Yes, there are innumerable needs but we must address those that are most 

urgent. It is important that we offer quality service, but we must avoid subjecting the 

mothers to activities that are more in keeping with the expectations and needs of the 

organization. 

 

The Gospel passage that is a good expression of our mission of mercy is that of the 

bruised reed: He will not break the bruised reed. (Matt. 12:20) 

To lift the heads of those who are bent over under the weight of their burden demands 

time and loving care. It is through a loving relationship that these women will discover 

their uniqueness, importance, and the right to exist just as they are, just as they feel. From 

there, they will be able to unleash the strength, courage and motivation they need to do 

what must be done in order to take their life in hand. Why? Because the mothers will 

have witnessed their unique wonderment, potential and hope expressed in the eyes of 



another person at a time when they were too weak to go on and they no longer believed in 

themselves. This is when they will flourish anew!  

The mothers and the children we receive in our homes are mysteriously and deeply 

touched by the experience of mercy that generates new hope and faith in life. 

THIS IS WHAT MAKES US DISTINCT! 

 


